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like the majority of tribes, the Guayinis have few
evil spirits or "devils" to bother them, and these they
consider stupid and easily deceived. Hence there are
few ceremonies or observances for the purpose of
exorcising devils, and nearly all the Guaymi relig-
ious and ceremonial activities are devoted to pleasing
the beneficent gods and expressing gratitude for
benefits received. Strictly speaking, they have no
idols, but they are rich in fetishes, charms and prox-
ies. The use of the latter has probably been carried
further by the Guaymis than by any other known
tribe. 3NTo Guayini ever dreams of barring or other-
wise securing the entrance to his home when he and
his clan desert the dwelling to attend some distant
festivity or for another purpose. Before leaving, he
places a rather crude wooden image, representing
the household god, in his doorway, and goes his way,
quite secure in the belief that the painted wooden
figure will act as his proxy and maintain guard over
the house and its contents until he returns. More-
over, he implicitly believes that this proxy is actually
possessed with his own spirit and that, should any
one have the courage to enter the house or do any
harm, the wooden sentinel will at once notify him by
a sort of mental telepathy. And of course, as the
belief is universal, no Indian, seeing the proxy on
guard, would dare ignore its presence.
It is during their dances and religious ceremonials
that these Indians carry the use of proxies to the
utmost extreme. While among the Guaymis I was
privileged to witness one of these ceremonials, in fact,
even to take part in, and, owing to my having suc-
cessfully treated the presiding dance-chief and cured